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May Activities
Because Governor Pritzker has extended his "Stay at Home"
Executive Order through May 30, Service League activities planned
for May will not take place. We all look forward to seeing each other
again soon.
For further information regarding the Executive Order, you may click
on this link:
Illinois Department of Public Health
For further information regarding the COVID-19 pandemic, you may
click on this link:
Centers for Disease Control
Please stay well.
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Spring Benefit 2020
POSTPONED
UNTIL WE CAN SAFELY GATHER
FOR A GOOD TIME, ONCE AGAIN.
This Event Will Support
Our Community Service Organizations
Live Music
Hors d'oeuvres
Conversation with
Kindred Spirits

$40 Donation
Cash, Credit Card
or Check
Handicapped
Accessible

When we are able to do so, please RSVP
to Jan O'Malley, hddro@sbcglobal.net, 773-955-4518.
This will help us to get an accurate count.
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Get to Know Our Special Interest Groups
Twice Read Books
Co-Chairs: Marie Schilling, 773-955-4949, mschilling17@earthlink.net
and Judith Wright, 773-947-0282, wrightjudithm@gmail.com

Twice Read Books meets on the third Tuesday of the month at 2:00 p.m. at various
members’ homes to discuss books which we have reread in the recent past. Typically,
each member talks about a book and how her thoughts and reactions to the book have
changed over time. Discussions of each book are usually lively as various members
recall their own thoughts and reactions--past and present.
Often, participants mention related books. We compile a list of books to distribute to
members of the group. Because we bring different books each time, there is no
pressure to read a specific book.The group is small enough that everyone has a
chance to talk about a book she has read and to comment on books that others have
read.
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Get to Know Our Special Interest Groups
Twice Read Books
Co-Chairs: Marie Schilling, 773-955-4949, mschilling17@earthlink.net
and Judith Wright, 773-947-0282, wrightjudithm@gmail.com

Comments from Twice Read Books Members
“I am always surprised by the discussion – it opens me up to new thoughts.”
“This is a great way to get to know people.”
“I like the various perspectives that people bring to the discussion. I like to be reminded
of books I have read in the past, and to have many suggestions for books I missed, but
would like to read.”
“It is surprising how often we identify common themes in the diverse books that we read.
Usually several of us have read some of the books discussed, and the conversations
remind us of our past lives when we originally read the books and what we thought at
that time.”
“I find the women I have met empowering. Their choices, their insights have prompted
me to revisit and rethink my perceptions of books and people.”
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Get to Know Our Special Interest Groups
Walking
Chair: Frances Gordon, 773-684-0522, fgordon0@aol.com

The Walking Group meets every week on Tuesday mornings at 9:30 a.m. (In the hot
summer months, we met at 8:30 a.m). We gather at the Hyde Park Shopping Center near
the fountain--outside of Bon Jour Café. Fran sends a group email reminder to the 12-15
interested members on the weekend before Tuesday’s walk. We each RSVP to the whole
group ("reply-all") so that on any given day we know who will be walking. The group
ranges in size from 2 to 10 in any given week, but there is a core group of 5-6 walkers who
seem to make it to most walks.
We walk an average of 2 to 3 miles in the Hyde Park-Kenwood area. We walk at our own
pace, and at times we split up into two groups. Occasionally we gather for coffee at Bon Jour
Cafe or Piccolo Mondo after the walk. (*That was before the current restrictions due to the
pandemic.)
Favorite walking destinations include Wooded Isle, the Japanese Garden (beautiful in
Spring) and the Lakefront. Sometimes we walk around the Point to 51st Street or
occasionally to 47th Street, the Midway and Winter Garden, the University Quadrangle,
even just along the streets in Kenwood or Hyde Park. We have also explored the National
Historic Landmarks in the area (there are many). At times we focus on architecture and at
other times on the flora in various planted gardens or lawns in the area. Group member
Lucy often shares with us with the names of plants (even their Latin botanical names).
Our group walks in all weather except heavy rain or if the streets are icy. The focus of our
group is exercise, but the conversations are fun, and many friendships have been made.
We always welcome new members.

5

Our Community Service Organizations
Chicago Commons
UCSL Rep: Caroline Harney, 312-833-3286, harneyc@att.net
Chicago Commons has had to close its childcare and adult day care centers to mitigate
the spread of the corona virus. However, home care services continue and teachers are
providing education and outreach to children and families. Also, childcare family
workers will check daily to assure that families have essential soap, diapers, food and
social support. Chicago Commons is raising additional funds to cover these expenses
and the cost of personal protection equipment (PPE) for home health care workers.
Commons is making every effort to use its funds wisely and compassionately. Thank
you to the wonderful members of the Service League for their continued commitment.
Members who wish to make additional contributions to Commons' COVID-19 funds
should visit its website.
Also, a piece of good news is that the University of Chicago Special Collections spring
exhibit included a photo album by James Minnick that featured photos of the University
Settlement House and surrounding neighborhood in 1901. Thank you to Barbara
Wagner for working with the Archives.
Please visit their website at https://chicgocommons.org/

Delta Literacy
UCSL Rep: Mary Snyder, 312-437-1947, marysnyder47@icloud.com
Tutoring services are offered at the D'Estee site on Wednesday, Thursday and
Saturday, 9:30 a.m to 1:00 p.m. and Wednesday 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. Tutoring services
are also offered at Jackson Park Supportive Living, 1446 East 75th Street (open to
residents only). To become a tutor please contact Olivia Amos, Executive Director,
773-768-5794.
Please visit their website at https://chicagodeltas.com/
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Our Community Service Organizations
Hyde Park Kenwood Hunger Program
UCSL Rep: Agnes Zellner, 773-643-6992, azellner@gmail.com
Volunteers are needed! Help with food prep and serving is needed on Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Please contact Agnes Zellner for information regarding
volunteer opportunities. The kitchen also accepts cash, food and clothing donations.
For information regarding donations contact Reverend Sanders, 773-373-2861.
Please visit their website at www.hpkifc@hotmail.com

Hyde Park Neighborhood Club
UCSL Rep: Julie Spielberger, 773-363-4447, jspielberger@sbcglobal.net
HPNC is pleased to report that it has a new Executive Director, Angela Habr-Paranjape.
Sarah Diwan, the prior Exeuctive Director, remains at HPNC as Development Director.
Programming for children and youth is now well underway.
Please visit their website at http://hpnclub.org/

Southside Center of Hope

(Formerly St. Martin de Porres House of Hope)
UCSL Rep: Patricia Bennett, 773-493-8826, Pbenne@comcast.com
“Thank you so much for delivering the University of Chicago Service League’s
generous donation of new toiletries for our ladies of House of Hope. We are always so
grateful for your ongoing support." (Development and Communications Manager Katie
Newman) For further information please contact Patricia Bennett, UCSL Representative.
Please visit their website at www.smdp-hoh.org/
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News from Our Board
Co-Presidents' Message
For yet another month in a row, the worldwide reaction to the COVID-19 pandemic has
continued to dominate the international and local news. We have grown accustomed to
wearing masks and maintaining social distancing for the sake of others and for
ourselves. The uncertainty of living apart has been challenging and often very lonely.
Phone calls to friends we have missed seeing are so appreciated. Take a glance at
our membership booklet and make a call. Sadly, there have been at least two positive
COVID-19 test results among our members.
On a happier note, shopping in Walgreens and Trader Joe’s is easier with the 8-9 a.m.
daily slot for seniors. Exercise classes and programs from the Hyde Park Village have
been another positive.
Thanks to all of you for approving the slate of officers for next year away from the usual
setting of the April meeting at Augustana.
The much anticipated Wine and Cheese Benefit scheduled for May 9 has had to be
postponed until a better time. We will let the membership know about rescheduling
this event when the quarantine period has come to an end. The Old Board/New Board
meeting scheduled for May has been postponed as well.
If any of you are interested in helping with the gardens at Shoesmith School after
the Covid-19 virus crisis, contact Carolyn Pereira. She is the head of Friends of
Shoesmith. You may email her at pereira1700@yahoo.com You also may contact her
at 773-304-8506 (cell) or 773-536-6242. Feel free to take a walk past the school to look
at what is coming up. Bulbs, butterfly friendly perennials, herbs, strawberries and even
a small asparagus have all been planted by the Shoesmith students, teachers and
families. Donations of transplanted shade tolerant perennials would be greatly
appreciated.
Lesley

Board Meeting
The Old Board/New Board meeting has postponed. It is possible that we may meet by
remote access.
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News from Our Board
New Members
The Membership Committee welcomes nominations of new members.
Please email names and contact information for prospective members to:
ServiceLeagueMembership@gmail.com
Please include in the subject line: “Service League Membership”
In Memoriam
Please remember Hazel S. Fackler (nee Shepardson) who died recently.
Please consider making a memorial donation to the Service League in memory of
your family member or friend.

Visit the Service League Website
Our Website Manager, Dora Shih, has created a wonderful website. You'll find
information about our Monthly Programs, our Special Interest Groups and our
Community Service Organizations. Continue to use the same web address:
www.ucserviceleague.org. You will automatically be directed to our new website.

Visit the Service League Facebook Page
Attention Service Leaguers on Facebook. Did you know that the League has a
Facebook page? Ask to “friend” The University of Chicago Service League. If you
go to Facebook and type in "University of Chicago Service League", our page
comes up.

The University of Chicago Service League Officers
Co-Presidents.................................................................Lesley Bloch, Marilyn Helmholz
First Vice-Presidents..............................................Robin Charleston, Deborah Franczek
Second Vice-Presidents....................................................Nadine Foster, Judy Mazenko
Recording Secretaries.......................................................Sarah Diwan, Margaret Huyck
Corresponding Secretary.........................................................................Carole Landrum
Assoc. Corresponding Secretary............................................................Raiselle Resnick
Treasurer...............................................................................................Dianne Luhmann
Associate Treasurer..................................................................................Virginia Meeker
Website Manager.......................................................................................Theodora Shih
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Slate for 2020-21 Board of Directors
Bold & Red = Proposed New Board Members; Continuing Positions = Plain
(Subject to updating in line with proposed bylaw revisions)
Nominating Committee: Nancy Baum, Lee Cook, Marilyn Helmholz (ex-officio),
Margaretha Talerman, Sarah Wright, Judith Wright (Chair)

Officers and Executive Committee
President						
First Vice President - Program				
Second Vice-President - Membership			
Third Vice President – Communications
Recording Secretary					
Corresponding Secretary - Newsletter			
Associate Corresponding Secretary - Yearbook		
[Treasurer]						
Associate Treasurer					
Website Manager					

Lesley Bloch, Roberta Bernstein
Deborah Franczek, Robin Charleston
Nadine Foster, Sherry Glick
Judith Wright
Sarah Diwan, Margaret Huyck		
Carol Johnson, Sarah Wright
Raiselle Resnick
Clairan Ferrono
Ginny Meeker
Theodora Shih

Committee and Project Chairs
Program						
Membership						
Communications					
House							
History and Archives					
Spring Benefit						
Fall Benefit						

(=1st VP)
(=2nd VP)
(=3rd VP)
Barbara Wagner
Molly Bartlett
Jan O’Malley
Margaretha Talerman, Janet Surkin

See by-laws Article X, sections 1(f) and 1(g), which identify positions to be nominated in even years and odd
years for 2-year terms.
1

(Continued on the Next Page)
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Slate for 2020-21 Board of Directors
Liaisons to Community Service Organizations
Chicago Commons					
Delta Literacy						
Hyde Park and Kenwood Hunger Programs 		
Hyde Park Neighborhood Club				
St. Martin de Porres House of Hope			

Caroline Harney
Charlotte Johnston
Agnes Zellner
Julie Spielberger
Pat Bennett, Sarah Wright

Special Interest Group Chairs
Book Discussion					
Contemporary Civics					
Dining Out
					
French							
Games							
Movies							
Music							
Needlework 						
Spanish							
Twice Read Books					
Walking						

Laura Kracke
Dorothy Patton
Jan O’Malley, Fran Gordon
Ruth Koval
Clairan Ferrono
Carole Landrum
TBD
Lucy Lester
Agnes Zellner
Marie Schilling, Margaret Fyfe
Fran Gordon

See by-laws Article X, sections 1(f) and 1(g), which identify positions to be nominated in even years and odd
years for 2-year terms.
1
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Special Interest Groups
Book Discussion
Chair: Laura Kracke, 773-288-6455, hkracke@earthlink.com
Our May 5 meeting has been canceled. Our May meeting is usually devoted to
choosing next year’s booklist. We will be doing that virtually this year. Members will
send their recommendations to the Chair, who will put together a list and distribute it.
Voting will be done by email.
The 2019-20 Book List is available on our website at ucserviceleague.org

Contemporary Civics
Chair: Dorothy Patton, 773-493-8863, dep712@att.net
Contemporary Civics will not meet in May because of the coronavirus “lockdown.”
However, because of the upcoming election (and, possibly, conventions), IF Illinois
and Chicago ease restrictions and IF members of our group feel comfortable, we will
consult with one another to decide whether we will meet before the fall.
For further information contact the Chair.

Dining Out
Co-Chairs: Fran Gordon, 773-684-0522, fgordon0@aol.com
and Jan O’Malley, 773-955-4518, hddrO@sbcglobal.net
The Dining Out group will not meet in May. When restaurants reopen and small groups
are permitted to sit together, you'll be notified via email. In the meantime, stay safe and
healthy.
If you'd like to be added to the Dining Out email list, contact Jan O’Malley
(hddrO@sbcglobal.net)
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Special Interest Groups
French
Chair: Judy Chernick, 773-752-2317, ChernickJM@gmail.com
Prenez bien soin de vous.
Tues., date tba, 2:00 p.m.
Mai? Juin? Plus tard?
All levels of conversation are welcome! Whatever your level, you'll fit right in.
Contact Judy for information or to be added to our email list.

Games
Chair: Clairan Ferrono, 773-750-0460, fabric8tions@hotmail.com
Games will not meet in May. We will hope to meet in June.

Movies
Chair: Carole Landrum, 773-428-8147, cplandrum@sbcglobal.net
Our May meeting has been canceled due to the coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19).
The Chair will notify group members concerning when we will be able to resume our
meetings.
If you would like to be added to the Movie Group email list, you may contact the Chair.
Please stay safe and healthy!

Music
Chair: Rosalie Guttman, 773-324-2657, rosalieguttman@sbcglobal.net
The Music Group event scheduled for May has been postponed until the pandemic is
over. Meanwhile, there are some wonderful musical performances on You Tube. By
clicking on the links below, you will be taken to an amazing array of beautiful options,
including a moving Japanese Flash performance of Beethoven's "Ode to Joy" in a
shopping mall.. Here are three versions of Ravel's Bolero that I love:
With an orchestra: Ravel’s Bolero - Orchestra
With a dancer: Ravel’s Bolero - Dancer
By an African singer: Ravel’s Bolero - Singer
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Special Interest Groups
Needlework
Chair: Lucy Lester, 773-255-5868, lucy.lester@sbcglobal.net
We will not meet in May, due to the "Stay at Home" order.
For more information or to join the group or to be put on the email list, please contact
the Chair.

Spanish
Chair: Agnes Zellner, 773-643-6992, azellner@gmail.com
Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. The Spanish Group will not meet in May. For informantion
please contact the Chair.
The group reads and discusses Spanish language novels, take trips to museums,
restaurants, etc.

Twice Read Books
Co-Chairs: Marie Schilling, 773-955-4949, mschilling17@earthlink.net
and Judith Wright, 773-947-0282, wrightjudithm@gmail.com
Twice Read Books will not meet in May. We will let people know what we decide
about the summer, based upon Illinois recommendations for sheltering at home.
For further information, please contact the Chair.

Walking
Chair: Frances Gordon, 773-684-0522, fgordon0@aol.com
Walking Group is canceled for May. But we encourage everyone to get out for a walk
alone, keeping a safe distance from other people.
For further information, please contact the Chair.
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News from Other
Hyde Park Organizations

,

Hyde Park Art Center (HPAC)
“Artful Aging”
For information please visit their website at http://www.hydeparkart.org/

Chicago Hyde Park Village
For information please visit their website at https://www.chpv.org/

Special Resource
Computers
UCSL Rep: Judith Wright, 773-947-0282, wrightjudithm@gmail.com
Special Offers: George Rumsey offers a half-price rate to UCSL members for his
computer classes: Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Access, Outlook) and
Adobe Creative Suite (Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign, Acrobat, Dreamweaver).
Classes are held in his office in the Hyde Park Bank Building, 1525 East 53rd Street.
Call George at 773-955-4455 or go to http://www.computer-resource.com (click on
“Schedule”) for all the basics.
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Become a Member of the Service League

Founded in 1895, the University of Chicago Service League provides financial support
to local organizations: Chicago Commons, Delta Literacy, Hyde Park Kenwood
Hunger Program Open Kitchen, Hyde Park Neighborhood Club, and St. Martin de
Porres House of Hope. Our Monthly Program Meetings feature speakers of general
interest. We also sponsor Special Interest Groups. We hope very much that you will
join us. We look forward to welcoming you to the Service League!
First Name______________________________________________(PLEASE PRINT)
Last Name______________________________________________
Address________________________________________________Apt.__________
City_______________________________________________Zip Code__________
Telephone________________________________________
Email____________________________________________
I am interested in these Special Interest Groups:
___Books ___Contemporary Civics ___Dining Out ___French ___Games
___Movies ___Music ___Needlework ___Spanish ___Twice Read Books
___Walking
I am interested in working on:
___Fundraising ___Publicity ___Membership/Welcoming Newcomers
___Technology ___Planning Programs/Speakers ___Hospitality/Refreshments
Something Else_____________________________________
Please list the name(s) of the member(s) who encouraged you to join the Service
League (if any), or one or two names of members that you already know (if any).
_______________________________

________________________________

OK to put your email address in the Yearbook (Member Directory)? ___Yes ___No
Signature___________________________________________
Dues (May 1, 2019 to April 30, 2020)............................................................$35.00
Donation........................................................................................................$______
Total...............................................................................................................$______
The University of Chicago Service League is a registered 501(c)(3) organization.
Membership dues and contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
Make check payable to The University of Chicago Service League. Send completed
form and check to Virginia Meeker, 1700 East 56th Street, Apt. #2309, Chicago, IL
60637. Thank you!
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