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WELCOME to  
New Members 

Astrid Fuller

Frances Mendelsohn


Maureen Talbott




. . . maybe not officially, but think positively because we are looking forward to seeing 
more of you in-person as the days get longer and warmer--at meetings and at your 
favorite interest group. We were delighted to see so many of you brave the winds to 
come to our February meeting to hear Carol Fisher Saller’s informative and 
entertaining presentation. 

The March 15 Program meeting promises to be equally interesting as longtime 
member Lucy Lester, MD, will talk about her new book, Women and the Practice of 
Medicine: A New History (1950-2020). As a clinician and faculty member at the 
University of Chicago for over 30 years, Lucy will give a first-hand account of the 
challenges and events she and other women in the field experienced and how they 
have “changed the face of medicine.” 

The 2023-24 slate of Board candidates. We want to thank Nancy Baum and  
her committee for their work putting together the slate . . . and a special thank you  
to all who said “YES” to continuing in their positions or who agreed to take on a new 
position. You really do make a difference. At the March 8 board meeting, the Board  
will approve both the slate and the budget for distribution to the membership. 

Take a look at the interest groups:  The hearty Walking Group has been going 
out all winter (except on really cold or windy or rainy days), and the Trash-Picker-
Uppers are talking about coming out of hibernation, and as the weather improves,  
the Monarch Butterfly Group becomes more active. There are occasional treats with 
the Dining Out Group or the Music Group.  

But if you’re not ready to move too far away from the fireplace yet, we have not one 
but two Book Groups, so check them out . . . or Zoom in at the Civics Group—no end 
of topics there—and there are hands-on activities with the Needlework Group, and 
last but not least, French and Spanish! 

See you soon! 
Barbara   &   Ruth 
wagner36@sbcglobal.net ~ rthkvl@gmail.com

Co-Presidents’ Message
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Happy Spring! 



TWICE-READ BOOKS  will meet on the third Tuesday of the month at 2 p.m. Central 
Time. Meetings subject to change due to unexpected events. Zoom links will be sent out 
in advance. Next dates:  March 21, and April 18. All are welcome to discuss any book 
they have read or are reading! Contact:  Janet Surkin, janet.surkin@gmail.com


Interest Groups

THE NEEDLEWORK GROUP  met on February 13th at the home of Margaretha 
Talerman. We welcomed two new members - one a quilter and the other a knitter. It is 
nice to see interest in the group growing. 

The next meeting is the evening of March 13 at the home of Cheryl Miller. 

New members welcome! Contact:  Lucy Lester at 773-255-5868 for information.

CERCLE FRANÇAIS  
Our usual 2nd Tuesday of the month, turned out to be Feb. 14, Valentine’s Day. 

So with the help of French Wikipedia, we learned—in French—all about the 

customs of this popular holiday with historic origins. The ancient Romans had a very old 
fertility festival mid February, the Lupercalia, often followed by a libidinous celebration of 
Bacchus, their god of wine. The early Christians changed all that into a quieter religious 
feast to commemorate an early martyred priest.


However, in modern times, February 14th may be best described by the French joyous 
expression “Toujours Amour!” Next meeting, March 14, 2:30 p.m. 

Contact:  Roberta Bernstein, bernsteinroberta@gmail.com to confirm. 


THE BOOK GROUP will meet via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 7. “Who is   
Maude Dixon” by Alexandra Andrews. Contact:  Laura Kracke, lhkracke@earthlink.net 

THE WALKING GROUP  
is on FALL/WINTER HOURS but they are looking 
forward to Spring’s weather. Their usual times are:

TUES. &  FRI. 9:30 a.m. and WED. 2:30 p.m. 

Please contact the chair to let them know you’d 
like to come along. 

Contact:  Peggy Garrett, edwpeggy@ameritech.net

THE DINING OUT GROUP  enjoyed a Valentine’s Day lunch at the Jade Court 
Restaurant. We hear the group was having such a grand time visiting and eating, they forgot 
about snapping photos!  If you’d like early notice about their upcoming plans, please ask 
to be added to their email list. Contact:  Jan O’Malley, Chair claddagh5471@gmail.com
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One More Interest Group

THE TRASH PICKER-UPPERS GROUP 

is very dependent on the weather. There is trash out there 

for us to pick up every Friday! We will resume on Friday, 
MARCH 3, at 2 p.m. and start towards the Midway. 

We meet at a bench across the from the Robie House, 

58th & Woodlawn. We always welcome “new members.” 
We usually are out for a couple of hours, but anyone can 
participate for as long as they wish. 

Needed supplies:  garbage bags, grabbers for hard-to-reach trash, and water resistant 
or heavy gardening gloves are available at Ace Hardware. A wheeled cart is very useful, 
too. Contact: lesley_bloch@yahoo.com, 773-947-8313 to confirm.


The Southside Center of Hope is still 
searching for a suitable building on this side 
of town. A tentative meeting with a major 
donor is scheduled in March.  

Meanwhile, two of their residents recently completed their program. Six other 
residents have completed an intensive outpatient treatment. Another two ladies 
have been accepted into the Center’s program.  
Their 40th Anniversary Benefit is approaching, to be held in Woodlawn.  
“Save the Date” notifications are coming soon. 

Thank you for your support. SL Liaison, Patricia C. Bennett, pbenne@comcast.net 

www.southsidecenterofhope.org

 Valentine’s Day 
THANK YOU 
for the UCSL’s support 
from the
SouthSide 
Center of Hope

Community Service Organizations
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Hyde Park Neighborhood Club 

www.hpnclub.org

Many thanks to the many UCSL volunteers who helped make the 2023 
Pancake Breakfast at HPNC a great success. On Sunday, February 12, 
we welcomed 530 people, served 2 or 3 times that many 
pancakes, and raised almost $8,000 to support our community-
centric mission! It took a crew of 54 volunteers working 125 
person-hours to set up, prepare, transport, host, and clean up 
this wonderful event.

The importance of the Pancake Breakfast extends beyond the impact of the 
funds raised. Community events like this one bring neighbors together 
from across so many different divisions – age, race, religion, socio-
economic status, and more – to strengthen the vital bonds of community 
that keep our neighborhood strong. We couldn’t do it without our regular 
and dedicated volunteers from UCSL – THANK YOU!
 
Looking forward to spring, we hope that you will make plans to join us 
for our Homecoming Gala on April 22. Whether you are an alumnus of 
the Neighborhood Club, a longtime supporter, or a first-time friend, 
the Gala will be a fun time to remember our celebrated past and 
toast an exciting future. We hope to see you there!

Chris Younkin-Wilson, HPNC Development Director 
SL Liaison:  Julie Spielberger, jspielberger@sbcglobal.net 

Left, photos at selfie wall.  
Right, awaiting pancakes  

hot off the griddle!  

more Community Service Organizations
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DATES GROUP & CONTACT INFO

TUESDAY 
March 7, at 7 p.m.

BOOK Group meets via Zoom.            
Info:  Laura Kracke, lhkracke@earth link.net 

TUESDAY  
March 14, at 2:30 p.m.

CERCLE FRANÇAIS Contact Roberta Bernstein, 
773-324-6362 Bernsteinroberta@gmail.com

 MONDAYS  
1:30 p.m.—Zoom  

March 6th and 20th 

CONTEMPORARY CIVICS Group 

We discuss local elections, national & world events. 
ALL SL members are welcome! If not on our Zoom 

link list, Contact Dorothy Patton, dep712@att.net.

email for info DINING OUT Group   
Info: Jan O’Malley, claddagh5471@gmail.com

https://journeynorth.org/monarchs 
for latest on Monarchs

MONARCH BUTTERFLIES Group  EMAIL FOR GROUP DATES. 
Info: marilyn.cavicchia@gmail.com  

email for info MUSIC Group   Info: Kathy Huff, kathy@rogerhuff.com 

MONDAY Evening 
March 13

NEEDLEWORK Group  IN PERSON  Monday evenings 
info: Lucy Lester 773-255-5868.

alternate THURSDAYS SPANISH Group   Contact:  Agnes Zellner, azellner@gmail.com.

Please telephone Agnes, 773-643-6992 for location and time.

FRIDAY, March 3 
2 p.m.

TRASH PICKER-UPPERS - FRIDAYS - Weather Dependent  
Please confirm with Lesley.  lesley_bloch@yahoo.com.  773-947-8313 

TUESDAYS, 2 p.m. 
MARCH 21 
APRIL 18

TWICE READ BOOKS Group via ZOOM 
info:  Margaret Fyfe, merf1947gf@aol.com or 

Janet Surkin at janet.surkin@gmail.com

TUES. &  FRI. 9:30 a.m. 
WED. 2:30 p.m

WALKING Group  FALL/WINTER HOURS  
info: Peggy Garrett, edwpeggy@ameritech.net
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UC Service League  
MARCH CALENDAR 

Please confirm dates/times  
with chair/leader.  

Send dates/times/info for the  
APRIL calendar  

BEFORE MAR. 15 to  
ucsl.newsletter@gmail.com.

MARCH dates 

Board meeting
3/8, 10:30 a.m.


Program 
meeting
3/15, 1:30 p.m.
Both on a Wed.,
at Augustana.


Comer Children’s 

Hospital


Irish Coffee Benefit

Sat., March 11, 


2-4:30 p.m. 

at Augustana.


Info: 
www.comerservice


committee.org/events


mailto:dep712@att.net
mailto:lesley_bloch@yahoo.com
mailto:janet.surkin@gmail.com

